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Zaire 
Kengo wa Dondo on Exchange Rate, Privatizations 


BR1611160995 Antwerp DE 
FINANCIEEL-ECONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 
15 Nov 95 p7 


[Interview with Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo by 
unidentified correspondent in Kinshasa, date not given: 
"Zairian Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo: ‘If | Am 
Not There, People Are Afraid’" — first paragraph is DE 
FINANCIEEL-ECONOMISCHE TUD introduction] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa — "The Zairian bud- 
get does not show a deficit yet because our expenses are 
in relation to our income. Last year’s inflation rate was 
6,500 percent, now it is only 130 percent. Hyperinflation 
is past tense. Derailments of the monetary market occur 
but are mainly to be attributed to a lack of foreign cur- 
rency at the Central Bank.” This is how Prime Minister 
Kengo wa Dondo evaluates his monetary policy of the 
past 17 months in an interview with DE FINANCIEEL- 
ECONOMISCHE TID [DFET]. 


{[DFET] You attribute the derailments of the financial 
market in your country to a lack of foreign currency. 
What is the cause of this lack, according to you? The 
country must be able to attract quite a lot of foreign 
currency from the diamond trade.... 


[Kengo wa Dondo] Traders are mandated by law to 
exchange part of their foreign currency, stemming from 
the sale of their diamonds abroad, into zaires at the 
Central Bank. But they do not do that. They prefer to 
play bank themselves. Hence whoever needs foreign 
currency buys it directly from the diamond traders or 
at the parallel exchange market. 


[DFET] Do the authorities still control in some way the 
parallel exchange market? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] The Central Bank appointed those 
individuals as exchange brokers. The bank controls them 
and determines the exchange rate. The Central Bank 
governor took measures not to have the exchange rate 
determined haphazardly. 


,DFET] Can you confirm that the money that was 
injected recently passed through the banking sector? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] No, the money injections from 
September were used to pay the salary arrears of the 
civil servants. Because civil servants and the military 
ha. no bank accounts the government’s accountants 
pai ‘em in cash. The new money also served to 
credi the accounts of those companies that still had 
receivables with the government. In September at the 
beginning of the schoolyear, everybody used foreign 
currency. Schools are forcing parents to pay the tuition 
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fees for their children in foreign currency. Traders also 
purchased foreign currency because school necessities 
are imported and must be paid in hard currency. That 
raised demand and weakened the Zairian currency. 


Exchange Rate 


[DFET] Whenever you are abroad the exchange rate 
derails. Are all members of your government pulling 
the same rope? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] A currency’s stability is not only 
linked to economic parameters but also to intangible 
psychological factors. I believe that the stability of the 
Zairian currency is coupled to one man only and that 
is me. If I am not there, people are afraid. During 
my absence the Central Bank paid 50 billion zaires in 
salaries. Because the Central Bank's computer broke 
down the bank could no longer keep to the scheduled 
weekly 18.5 billion zaires. After the computer was 
repaired the bank wanted to catch up the lost time and 
disbursed 170 billion zaires on the market at one time. 
That was very wrong. By doing so, the Central Bank 
created a surplus on the market. That was bad. 


{[DFET] President Mobutu” wants to 
government-owned companies after the 
only. Do you share his opinion? 


privatize 
elections 


[Kengo wa Dondo] No, I do not agree. Article 58, 
alinea 2 of the constitutional charter clearly shows that 
the lawmaker wants to privatize during the transition 
period. The government will submit to Parliament a 
draft bill outlining the basic principles of privatizations. 
Privatizations will be carried out on a case-by-case 
basis. 


[DFET] How do you evaluate the private company 
Sizarail which has managed the Shaba province railways 
since 1 July 1995? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] Sizarail is improving the manage- 
ment and the equipment of the railway system in Shaba 
province. Reports are encouraging. Before Sizarail a 
train journey between Ilebo and Lubumbashi took five 
weeks. Now it takes 62 hours. Loss and theft of goods 
no longer occur. All regions are being served both 
with passenger traffic and freight transport. Sizarail’s 
turnover is already reaching $5 million and it paid the 
salaries for July, August, and September, salaries which 
had not been paid for a long time. Railway manage- 
ment was privatized in a first phase, capital privatiza- 
tion will follow later. Most government-owned com- 
panies in Zaire are functioning poorly. The capital of 
a government-owned company will grow as a result 
of privatization of its management. Privatization of the 
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Capital itself will only be done once the company is rep- 
resenting something. To marry off a futur. bride well, 
one always makes her good-looking and lovable first. 


([DFET] Are you aware that Sizarail Director Patrick 
Claes is receiving death threats? 


{Kengo wa Dondo}] No, I have not received such 
information. But barking dogs do not bite. Of course the 
Sizarail management is interfering with the old guard of 
the Zairian railways. In the old days the railroad cars 
were loaded with their own goods. This is no longer 
possible today. I myself also received similar threats. 
But this will not stop us. No, we continue to improve 
the economic and financial climate, even though this is 
unpleasant to a number of people. 


Oxygen 
[DFET}] Is Sizarail an example for more privatizations? 


[Kengo wa Dondo] Yes. We are currently negotiating 
with Belgian and French economic conglomerates about 
other sectors. Their letters of intent for joint ventures 
have already arrived. This will open up the Zairian 
economy to the whole world. This foreign oxygen will 
make it flourish again. 


Night Curfew Reportedly Imposed on Goma Region 


AB1611162595 Paris AFP in English 
1533 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Kinshasa, 16 Nov (AFP) — 
Zaire has imposed a nightly curfew on the region around 
Goma, a town on Zaire’s border with Rwanda, witnesses 
said Thursday [16 November], as efforts gathered to 
head off growing tension between the neighbouring 
countries. 


Goma was flooded last year by some 700,000 mainly 
Hutu Rwandan refugees who fled the massacres in 
Rwanda in which up to one million Tutsis and oppo- 
sition Hutus were reported killed. 


The efforts to find a solution to the refugee crisis in 
Zaire and to lower tension between the central African 
giant and its tiny neighbour Rwanda have gathered pace 
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in recent days with former U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
due to visit this weekend. 


The curfew in Goma was introduced on Tuesday and 
runs from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., according to people 
arriving in Kinshasa Thursday. [passage omitted] 


Relations between Rwanda and Zaire have recently sunk 
to a low ebb with the two trading accusations that 
the other was sponsoring attacks in their respective 
countries. 


Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese Seko was a close friend 
of the late Hutu Rwandan President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, who was killed in April last year at the start of 
the Rwandan massacres but who the current Tutsi-led 
government blames for creating the militias they accuse 
over the genocide. 


Zaire on Tuesday pushed its accusations against the 
Rwandan regime to a new low, saying it had arrested a 
group of "Rwandan Tutsi terrorists” in Goma and seized 
a large amount of western-made arms. These finds and 
arrests “proved that terrorist acts and insecurity...in the 
north and the eastern Kivu region (around Goma) are the 
work of these criminals’ country of origin,” the Zairian 
Defence Ministry said in a statement. 


The claims were made after the chief of staff of the 
Zairian Army, General Eluki Monga Aundi, escaped an 
assassination attempt on Saturday when a bomb due to 
be placed on his plane exploded prematurely. 


Rwandan Foreign Minister Anastase Gasana said in 
a broadcast Tuesday that the Rwandan Government 
"strongly condemns” the assassination bid. And on 
Wednesday, Rwanda rejected the accusations that it had 
launched attacks in eastern Zaire in recent weeks 


Major Wilson Rutayisire, the head of the Rwandan in- 
formation office, told AFP: "We have no terrorist activi- 
ties anywhere ... That is not our method.” Rutayisire said 
the Zairian military was attempting to distract attention 
from its continued links with the exiled Rwandan Hutu 
militia forces who have taken up residence in among 
the civilian Rwandan refugees. [passage omitted] 
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Somalia 
Fifteen Said Killed, 20 Wounded in Clashes 


AB1611224595 Paris AFP in English 
1504 GMT 16 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Mogadishu, 16 Nov (AFP) 
— At least 15 people have been killed and 20 others 
wounded in fighting pitting militiamen loyal to warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid and Rahanwein clan fighters 
opposed to him, near the southwestern town of Baidoa, 
Aidid’s radio station reported Thursday [16 November]. 


The radio said the latest round of fighting between 
Aidid’s loyalists and the Rahanwein Resistance Army 
(RRA) broke out on Wednesday in Habarre village, 35 
kilometres (22 miles), south of Boidoa. 


Eight of the dead were from Aidid’s side, according to 
a source in a Mogadishu hospital, where the 20 other 
wounded militiamen were taken for treatment. 


The radio said that Aidid’s fighters seized a large 
amount of weapons from the }.RA. The arms included 
guns, ammunition and landmines, the radio said, adding 
that Aidid’s militiamen were carrying out a “cordon 
anmd search operation” in villages surrounding Baidoa. 


But a spokesman for the RRA in Mogadishu, Mohamed 
Nur, denied the radio reports, saying that RRA fighters 
repulsed an offensive by Aidid’s forces. 


Aidid and his Habr Gedir clan supporters captured 
Baidoa from the Rahanwein in September, in an attempt 
to extend their authority from Aidid’s south Mogadishu 
fiefdom. But Rahanwein fighters, who fled the town 
during Aidid’s offensive, have since regrouped in the 
surrounding villages and have been engaging Aidid’s 
militiamen in fierce battles in an attempt to seize control 
of the town. [passage omitted] 


In another development, a local newspaper Thursday 
reported that Aidid was putting up a militia base at 
Madhamato, near the southern port city of Kismaayo, 
apparently in an attempt to launch an attack aimed at 
capturing the city. The XOG-OGAAL newspaper also 
quoted the Kismaayo strongman Mohamed Said Hirsi 
"Morgan" as saying he was ready to defend the city 
against any aggression by Aidid. 


Uganda 
Foreign Minister Condemns Nigeria Executions 


EA1711142095 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 16 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Uganda 
has strongly condemned the execution in Nigeria of nine 
Ogoni leaders of the Movement for the Survival of the 
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Ogoni People, including the minority rights activist and 
author, Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


In a statement by the minister for foreign affairs, Dr. 
Ruhakana Rugunda, which he read to the NRC [National 
Resistance Council] sectoral committee on presidential 
and foreign affairs at [the] parliament building today, 
Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda said the government learned 
with shock and outrage of the execution of the environ- 
mental activists, saying that Uganda deplores this action 
taken in blatant disregard of international opinion and 
the numerous pleas for clemency from the world over. 
Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda said Uganda joined the rest of 
the Commonwealth in condemning the action of killing 
the activists during the recent Commonwealth heads of 
government summit in Auckland, New Zealand, adding 
that the trial of the nine activists before a military tri- 
bunal without the due process of law went against the 
victims’ basic human rights and is not acceptable. 


The Uganda Government statement notes that at a time 
when a new political dispensation could be ushered in 
{in} Nigeria by the recently concluded draft constitution, 
it is necessary that all parties in Nigeria work together to 
promote political reconciliation and lay a foundation for 
[an] orderly transition to sustainable, civilian democratic 
rule. 


The staternent says the Government of Uganda calls 
upon the Nigerian Government to uphold democratic 
principles, free all political prisoners and make quick 
progress toward the restoration of civilian rule. Failing 
this, Nigeria risks further isolation by the international 
community, the statement says. 


Turning to yesterday's press reports of Sudan's threat to 
attack Uganda, the minister for foreign affairs said that 
Uganda reiterates that what has been happening inside 
Sudan in the past few weeks is a purely internal and 
domestic matter there, although the country is happy 
[Joseph] Kony bandits [of the Lord’s Resistance Army] 
have been kicked out of Parajok and Owiny Ki Bul [in 
southern Sudan]. 


On threats by President Bashir to attack Uganda, Dr. 
Rugunda said such arrogance is quite typical of the 
Khartoum regime, otherwise they would never have 
dared keep Kony bandits in Parajok, Owiny Ki Bul 
and Palutaka, from where they have been coming to 
massacre villagers in northern Uganda. 


Regarding the relationship between Uganda and Kenya, 
Dr. Rugunda said it is true there have been very small 
points that can easily be ironed ovt. He said Uganda 
has gone out of its way and will continue to do so to 
make sure that it works for a very good relationship with 
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Kenya and all our neighbors, because it is for Uganda’s 
own good as a landlocked country. 


Parliament Rejects Breaking Ties With Nigeria 


AB1611204295 Paris AFP in English 
1847 GMT 16 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Kampala, 16 Nov (AFP) — 
Uganda Thursday [16 November] rejected demands to 
cut diplomatic ties with Nigeria after the execution 
there of nine Nigerian dissidents. Ugandan Foreign 
Minister Ruhakana Rugunda told Parliament Uganda 
would maintain diplomatic relations with Nigeria and 
try to persuade Nigerian ruler General Sani Abacha’s 
regime to respect democratic principles. 


He said Uganda deplored the hanging of rights activist 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others last week, and sup- 
ported the decision by the Commonwealth heads of gov- 
ernment at the weekend to suspend Nigeria from the 
organisation. 


Mawombe Mukhwana, a member of the parliament's 
select committee on foreign affairs, criticised the deci- 
sion and likened Nigeria’s ruling military junta to the 
regime of former Ugandan dictator Idi Amin. 


"We must insist that the Ugandan Government remove 
the High Commissioner of Nigeria from Kampala. We 
are not fascists anc can not continue to wine and 
dine with a representative of a murderous regime," 
Mukhwana said. 


Further on Decision 


EAI711110595 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
17 Nov95 p&8 


[Report by correspondent Dan Elwana: "Kampala won't 
expel envoy") 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Uganda will not sever diplo- 
matic ties with Nigeria despite pressure from a parlia- 
mentary committee on the president's office and foreign 
affairs, Foreign Minister Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda said to- 
day. 


The minister was summoned early in the day to state 
the Ugandan stand on Nigeria, a matter which has 
preoccupied the parliamentary select committee for 
the last two days. The minister told the committee 
ostracizing Nigeria would be counter-productive but, 
instead, Uganda should maintain the existing channels 
to help in “the fast return of Nigeria to the world of 
nations regarded as democratic." 


There has been mounting pressure in the Ugandan 
parliament for the severance of diplomatic ties with 
Nigeria following the execution of nine Ogoni leaders. 
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The minister said, Uganda will continue to monitor 
Closely the situation in Nigeria and talk to the Nigerian 
leadership about heeding the voice of reason and 
international opinion. He said Uganda will do so through 
various fora such as the Organization of African Unity, 
OAU, the United Nations and the Commonwealth. 


However, the minister said Uganda, “will further keep 
under review bilateral relations in the light of the 
unfolding developments in Nigeria’. 


One of the parliamentarians, Mr. Maumbe Mukwana, 
said: “Uganda should identify itself with Nigerians in 
their quest for democracy and not with the murderous 
regime.” 


Kenyan Troops Reportedly Withdrawn From 
Border 


EA1611174595 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 15 Nov 95 pl 


[Article by Grace Matsiko and Emmy Allio: “Kenya 
Withdraws Troops at Border” } 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Kenyan troops massed at 
the border with Uganda in the last two weeks have been 
withdrawn, Uganda security sources have said. Uganda 
People’s Defense Forces (UPDF) Third Division Com- 
mander Colonel Samuel Wasswa yesterday confirmed 
the withdrawal. "At the moment the border has been 
cleared. There is nothing here. They have gone”, said 
Wasswa. He could not, however, say when they pulled 
out. 


Colonel Wasswa said he personally visited border areas 
yesterday and found out that the Kenyan troops were 
not there. But other security sources at the Malaba 
border post told THE NEW VISION by telephone that 
the Kenyan troops were withdrawn on Monday [13 
November] night. 


The sources said Kenyan troops, deployed around 
Rwandanyi near Lwakakha border post at Cheptais in 
the Mt. Elgon District, Hakati in Busia District and 
Amagoro in Bungoma District, withdrew in the early 
hours on Monday night. 


Last week security sources in Eastern Region reported 
the heavy presence of Kenyan troops at the border. They 
were said to be backed by Ugandan rebel groups of the 
Uganda People’s Army (UPA) of Peter Otai and the 


‘Ninth October Movement (NOM) led by Eddie Engina. 


Seven members of UPA were said to have entered 
Mera village in Kwapa sub-county in Tororo District 
on Sth November, but reportedly withdrew without any 
incident. [passage omitted] 
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Mandela Returns Home, Defends Policy on Nigeria 


MBI1611194795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1843 GMT 16 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Nov 16 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela on Thursday said if he had 
taken a hard line with the Nigerian regime before it 
executed nine human rights activists, some would have 
blamed him for being reckless. 


He told a press conference at Waterkloof Air Base upon 
his return from the Commonwealth heads of government 
meeting in New Zealand that he was convinced his 
approach toward Nigeria had been the correct one. 
"If people genuinely believed that we were doing was 
wrong, they would have said so long ago — not as an 
afterthought,” Mandela said. 


"It is quite possible that those very people, if we had 
started with a hard line and there was an execution, 
would say we have been responsible for that.” 


Asked about reports of Nigerian opposition members 
blaming him for not doing enough to prevent the 
executions, Mandela said none of them had criticised 
his approach earlier on. "I am not very conversant 
whether the liberation movement in Nigeria has taken a 
stand inside Nigeria,” he said. “That could be a very 
grave weakness.” Intensifying the liberation struggle 
internally, as the African National Congress had done 
in South Africa, was an important factor in enabling the 
international community to apply pressure. 


Mandela said the two-year grace period the Common- 
wealth had given Nigeria to restore democracy or face 
dismissal ‘om the world body, was a compromise. 
There hy _ been divergent opinions on the issue. Some 
had felt no action should be taken against Nigeria. “I 
would have insisted on a drastically shorter period.” 


Mandela said it was wrong to rely on the moral authority 
of any individual to influence a situation such as the one 
in Nigeria. Countries with significant trade links with 
Nigeria, such as Britain and the United States, should 
rather apply sanctions. Mandela confirmed that he had 
telephoned British Prime Minister John Major, urging 
him to introduce sanctions against Nigeria. "He will go 
into the matter and come back to me." 


Mandela said he had not yet been able to speak to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, who was tied up in budget 
matters. Should he not succeed in getting hold of Clinton 
on Thursday night or Friday morning, New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger would speak to him on 
Sunday. 


African National Congress Deputy Secretary-General 
Sheryl Carolus, who helped found the South Africa- 
Nigerian Democracy Support Group, paid tribute to 
Mandela for his leading role in the Nigerian issue. 
"We want to say to you: we, the people of South 
Africa are right behind you." Carolus and seven other 
leaders of the group, including Congress of South 
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African Trade Unions Secretary-General Sam Shilowa, 
welcomed Mandela on his arrival. 


Tutu Addresses Demonstration at Nigerian 
Consulate 


MB1711140595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1324 GMT 17 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg nov 17 SAPA 
— Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu on Friday 
said South Africa was committed to the restoration of 
democracy in Nigeria and he again called for sanctions 
against the military government there. 


He was addressing more than 200 placard-waving 
demonstrators outside the Nigerian Consulate in Johan- 
nesburg. Political, church, business and sports leaders 
joined hands to demonstrate their outrage at the exe- 
cution of nine minority rights activists in Nigeria last 
week. 


“We want to express our outrage at the actions of Gen 
(Sani) Abacha,” Tutu said as he handed a memorandum 
containing demands for restoration of democracy in 
Nigeria to Acting Consul-General Adamu Abbas. More 
than that we want to express our solidarity with the 
people of Nigeria who stood by us as we struggled 
against apartheid. "We want to assure them (Nigerians) 
that we stand with them and ensure that democracy 1s 
restored in that great and beautiful land." 


Earlier, betore giving a speech, Tutu asked the protesters 
to observe a moment of silence as a tribute to those who 
were "brutally executed”. 


Nigeria was suspended from the Commonwealth last 
week following the executions of nine Ogoni activists, 
including writer Ken Saro- Wiwa, following a military 
tribunal on charges of murder. 


“They thumbed their noses at the international commu- 
nity,” Tutu said about the executions, which took place 
in the face of international demands for clemency for 
the dissidents. Tutu called on Abacha to free all po- 
litical prisoners and detainees and begin negotiations 
with legitimate leaders in the country. He urged Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela to allow only the smallest possible 
diplomatic representation of the Nigerian Government 
in South Africa. "Abacha you have already lost. There 
is NO way your injustice and oppression can prevail for- 
ever,” Tutu told demonstrators. 


Ten wreaths were laid at the consulate entrance gate. 
Banners carried by the demonstrators called for the clo- 
sure of the consulate, the release of political prisoners in 
Nigeria and a boycott of the Shell Oil company. "Boy- 
coti Shell", "Remember Nigerian martyrs," "Democracy 
in Nigeria now", the banners read. 


The protest was arranged by the South Africa-Nigerian 
Democracy Support Group. 
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Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale told the protesters 
Abacha and his men were “a bunch of hooligans’. 
"We are sick and tired of the military dictators on the 
continent of Africa,” he said, urging the restoration of 
democracy in Nigeria. 


KwaZulu/Natal Constitution Talks ‘Back on Track’ 


MB1711060195 Johannesburg SA.A in English 
2139 GMT 16 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Nov 
16 SAPA — KwaZulu/Natal constitutional negotiations 
appeared to be back on track after the three major 
parties reaffirmed their commitment to an all-inclusive 
provincial constitution on Thursday. 


Earlier this week, the African National Congress threat- 
ened to withdraw from the provincial constitutional 
committee in response to what it said were Inkatha Free- 
dom Party [IFP] bullying tactics. 


This followed the adoption of a controversial document 
by the IFP-dominated committee on Tuesday as the 
“pase document” to guide future constitutional negotia- 
tion in the province. 


However, ANC leader S’bu Ndebele on Thursday said 
negotiations were again underway in spite of concerns 
that other parties involved in the process were "ganging- 
up” on the ANC. 


Ndebele at a press briefing in Pietermaritzburg claimed 
the ANC had the majority of the black vote in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, stressing the need for the party to be included in 
the writing of a provincial constitution. 


The constitutional committee had to have a neutral base 
document from which to work and the process had to be 
an inclusive one, ANC MPL [member of the Provincial 
Legislature] John Jeffery said. 


At a separate press conference, National Party [NP] 
provincial leader Danie Schutte said his party had 
emphasised the need for the adoption of a constitution 
as soon as possible because it was essential for stability 
in the province. 


The IFP’s participation in the central negotiation process 
was important for the credibility of the process, he said. 


The NP had called for bilateral talks “because we cannot 
sit back and watch the province being devoured by 
intolerance and violence”. 


In a statement on Thursday, the IFP said it was com- 
mitted to the achievement of a broad-ranging constitu- 
tion which would provide the institutional framework 
for the entrenchment of federal powers for the people 
of KwaZulu/Natal. 


"We seek the broadest possible basis for the drafting and 
promulgation of this constitution, and remain hopeful 
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that all parties will work with us in producing a 
constitution. 


“We re-emphasise that no party should be excluded from 
this process and that inputs from ali elements of civil 
society are welcome,” the statement said. 


“We remain cautiously confident that the necessary two- 
thirds support (for the constitution) can be achieved in 
the KwaZulu/Natal Legislature.” 


69-Million-Rand Package To Set Up /’art-Time 
Troops 

MB1611191595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1841 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[Report by Hannes de Wet] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Nov 16 SAPA 
— A R69 million [rands] package to encourage about 
200,000 South Africans to do part-time military service 
was announced by Defence Minister Joe Modise on 
Thursday. 


Incentives for part-time soldiers included a volunteer 
service bonus and occupational allowances, he told a 
media briefing in Pretoria. SA [South Africa] National 
Defence Force [SANDF] chief Gen George Meiring said 
the Defence Force hoped to get about 200,000 part- 
time members. At present the target appeared to be 
within reach, and the incentives would prompt more 
applications. 


The new system provided for part-time volunteers 
receiving the same daily pay and allowances as full- 
time members, on the condition that they had completed 
their training and be willing to serve for at least 12 
days a year. The daily pay of a private, airman or 
scaman would be R47 plus a service allowance of R13 
a day. Those doing duty in an operational area would 
get another R20 a day. The amounts in the case of a 
colonel were respectively R233, R9 and R45. 


Volunteer soldiers would get an extra service bonus of 
R303 a year. After four years of service this would 
increase to R455. They would also be paid occupational 
allowances depending on their specialist qualification, in 
the same way as full-time members. 


While in service, volunteers would be entitled to 
SANDF medical benefits, group life insurance and 
access to sport and recreational facilities. SANDF chief 
of staft Vice-Admiral Piet Loedoiff said R69.2 million 
of the Defence Force budget had been set aside for the 
incentives. 


A voluntary part-time system was the only way of 
providing affordable defence for South Africa. A large 
full-time force was too expensive, Modise said. The 
existing permanent component of the SANDF would 
be rationalised from about 135,000 to 90,000 members 
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by 1999, leaving the force with insufficient front line 
staff. "The only viable alternative is a part-time system, 
which trains enough people to be used when the need 
arises," Modise said. 

Meiring said the full-time component should comprise 
only about one third of the total De*ence Force. The 
new system represented a radica) change from the 
previous one, offering more freedom and flexibility but 
also much more risk and responsibility, Modise said. 
"The old conscript system was unrepresentative and 
discriminatory as only white males had to carry the 
burden of part-time military service.” The volunteer 
system had to be representative of all communities. 


Modise said voluntary service implied people had to be 
attracted and retained. This meant volunteers, employers 
and the SANDF would have to mutually agree on the 
duration and timing of their service. “Administration 
has to be flexible and adjust to real situations, not 
bureaucratic convenience.” 


Modise said volunteers had to patriotic, loyal, apolitical, 
hard- working, trustworthy, responsible and medically 
fit. They should have the potential to be trained in 
the use of expensive and dangerous weapons and 
equipment. He called on members of the existing part- 
time component to stay on. “They will be needed to 
provide continuity, high standards, a wealth of practical 
experience and to continue the various unit traditions.” 


Meiring said the new system was effective from August 
1 this year. Incentives for employers to allow their 
workers to do part- time military service were also being 
devised, he said. 


South African Press Review for 17 Nov 
MBI1711111295 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 


BUSINESS DAY 


fransparency in Budget Process — “The unintentional 
disclosure to parliamentary journalists of the contents 
of a briefing by Budget planners to the parliamentary 
finance committee raises the critical question of how 
transparent this planning process should be,” says a 
age-18 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
glish on 17 November. "Signs are that fairly detailed 
discussions are held behind closed doors with govern- 
ment’s business and labour partners,” but the process 
should be open further to include public scrutiny. “The 
Budget ‘s more than an obscure piece of financial policy; 
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it is is the concrete expression of the country’s priori- 
ties,” and should be open for public debate. “The point 
is that, provided adequate information is provided, there 
could be a constructive public debate on Budget prior- 
ities and an elimination of the danger of individuals ir 
privileged positions gaining information that gives them 
an unfair advantage in the marketplace.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


‘Nzo Must Go’ — The “humiliation” of South African 
foreign policy was made complete with the execution 
of Ogoni activist Ken Saro-Wiwa in Nigeria last week, 
says a page-24 editonal in Johannesburg MAIL & 
GUARDIAN trom 17 to 23 November. “We blundered. 
And someone has to be held responsible. [Foreign 
Minister Alfred] Nzo must go.” Citing the concept of 
“ministerial responsibility,” the editorial contends that 
although Nzo may not be personally responsible tor 
the breakdown in policy on Nigeria, “it is the principle 
which needs to be acted en wow.” Nzo should resign 
to show the country’s anger over the executions, its 
determination to pressure Nigeria for democratic reform, 
and its commitment to preventing the lapses in foreign 
policy related to the “Nigerian debacle” trom happening 
again. 


NEW NATION 


Truth Commission Selection — “There is simply no 
limit to the caution that we need to exercise in the se- 
lection of the Truth Commission,” says a page-10 ed- 
itorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in English on 
17 November. “And it is in this regard that we need 
to examine the repeated emphasis on the importance of 
political impartiality in the selection of commissioners.” 
The editorial concedes that impartiality is important, but 
should not necessarily be the overriding factor in selec- 
tion. “No one can genuinely claim total impartiality. 
Any attempt to do so will amount to patent dishon- 
esty.” More important, the editorial says, “is the need to 
select commissioners who did not participate in any ac- 
tivity that might have directly contributed to the abuse 
of human rights.” The editorial also advocates trans- 
parency in the Truth Commission process. Suggestions 
that information be withheld from the public to prevent 
destabilization of the government are “disturbing.” “Tt 
is true that the commission will not be operating in a 
vacuum. But it is also fact that the Truth Commission 
is a product of consensus in the government of national 
unity. And one of the central pillars of this consensus is 
the importance of the truth in the national reconciliation 
equation.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


8 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Angola 
Joint Commission Holds Session in Luanda 


MB1711073095 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Alioune Blondin Beye, UN 
special representative in Angola, told a Joint Commis- 
sion meeting in Luanda on 16 November that UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
soldiers will begin to be confined to barracks on 20 
November. During its three-hour session, the Joint Com- 
mission’s discussed a routine report from the comman- 
der of the UN Angola Verific ation Mission (Unavem]-3 
forces and relief operations. 


[Begin Beye recordiug, in French fading into Portuguese 
translation] On the occasion of its first anniversary, the 
Joint Commission decided to hold a special session in 
Vila Nova on 20 November. This meeting will mark the 
start of the confinement of UNITA soldiers in the area. 
On the same day, Unavem-3 members will tour areas in 
Luanda where Rapid Intervention Police personnel have 
been confined. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


The Joint Commission deplored the tense situation that 
has been reported in Uige and Cabinda, during which 
Unavem personnel have been attacked. A commission of 
inquiry has been established to investigate the situation. 
The Joint Commission lauded the new atmosphere of 
trust that has been created by government and UNITA 
soldiers toward efforts to form a single army. 


UN Soldier Reportedly Wounded in Shootout 


MB1711071695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 17 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At least one UN soldier was 
wounded in Cabinda this week during a shootout in- 
volving government forces. Reports say the UN soldier 
has been evacuated to Luanda and is in critical condi- 
tion. An argument between elite Angolan Armed Forces 
soldiers and a police officer led to the shootout. The An- 
golan Government has not commented. 


Government Troops Reportedly Disrupt Road 
Traffic 


MP1711972195 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 17 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Northern Command of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA] military forces will send a protest 
note to the UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]- 
3. Our correspondent quotes General Assobio Dabala, 
commander of the UNITA forces in Uige, as saying 
that the protest note is designed to thwart an Angolan 
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Armed Forces [FAA] plan to disrupt the free movement 
of people and goods on the Maquela do Zonibo-Negage 
road. A UNITA patrol has detected FAA reconnaissance 
teams on the road, which suggests a cowardly attack is 
imminent. The UNTA military command says the FAA 
teams cre violating the cease-fire accord, and their action 
could delay the confinement of troops to barracks. 


Meanwhile, the Uige Provincial Government is curtail- 
ing the residents’ press freedom by intimidating those 
who listen to the Voice of Resistance of the Black Cock- 
erel. 


UNITA: Government Forces Provoking its Soldiers 


MB1711142895 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 17 Nov 95 


{FBIS Translated Text} National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] military sources in 
Bengo Province say there may eventually be clashes 
between government forces and UNITA troops in Bu- 
latumba District. This is because the Angolan Armed 
Forces deployed in Gonguembo, Cuanza Norte Province 
intensified their movements and military operations in 
areas controlled by UNITA. The sources say that a 
company of government forces from Gonguembo infil- 
trated in Quiaje commune, Cangala area, two days ago 
to create an atmosphere of terror in UNITA-controlled 
areas. The source noted that government forces in 
Gonguembo recently launched provocative operations 
against UNITA military units, and this is hampering the 
implementation of the peace accords. 


The UNITA military command in Bengo appeals to the 
UN Angola Verification Mission-4 to help curb these 
actions, which may delay the peace process and national 
reconciliation. 


UNITA Claims Government Spy Operation in 
Bailundo 


MBI1711072095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 17 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The MPLA’s [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] State Security Ser- 
vice is infiltrating spies into the city of Bailundo to iden- 
tify and thwart UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] officials. This has been con- 
firmed by Mateus Pedro Aguiar, a spy from M'banza 
Congo who was captured in Bailundo. He told our cor- 
respondent that the plan to destabilize Bailundo was 
organized in Luanda. General Artur Walter Sumba, of 
the Angolan Armed Forces Military Intelligence, is in 
charge of the team of spies that is being deployed in 
Bailundo. Aguiar added that some of the spies carry 
foreign passports. UNITA, which is committed to the 
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implementation of the Lusaka Protocol, says the plan 
endangers peace in Angola. 


Mauritius 
President Announces Dissolution of Parliai:. - 


LD1611195595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} General elections will soon 
be held in Mauritius. The president of the republic 
has just announced the dissolution of the parliamcat, 
(Gilbert Rany) reports: 


{((Rany)} It was just after 1800 this Thursday [16 
November] that the communique announcing the dis- 
solution of the national assembly was released. 


According to the constitution, the minimum period 
between the dissolution ang the holding of new elections 
is 30 days. The elections could be organized soon as the 
crisis in the educational system of which they are the 
consequence cannot wait any longer before a solution 
is found. 


Here’s how the events unfolded: after a whole night of 
debate at the parliament, the motion of the prime minis- 
ter seeking a constitutional amendment was rejected just 
before 0600 today, having not obtained the required ma- 
jority of three-quarters. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique 


President Chissano, Dhlakama Meet in Maputo 


MB1611171195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 16 Nov 95 


{[FBiS Translated Text] President Joaquim Chissano 
received Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama in Maputo today. The two men 
discussed the country’s latest political developments. 


According to a press communique issued by the Presi- 
dent’s Office, the two-hour meeting focused on the is- 
sue of hidden weapons in many parts of the country 
{words indistinct]. President Chissano voiced concern 
and asked whether the Renamo leader was aware of 
these problems. 


The commu.tique says Dhlakama recognized there are 
\eapons hidden throughout the country, adding that 
the demobilization and (?iniegration) program had not 
been fully implemented. He explained that there are no 
arms caches organized by Renamo and added he has no 
knowledge of such caches. !fe noted that if any Renamo 
member has been involved in the Dombe incidents he 
has done so of his own volition and must be criminally 


ch arged. “ 
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The Renamo leader offered to work with the Mozam- 
dican Government to find and destroy arms caches. 
Dhlakama concluded by reaffirming that he would coop- 
erate fully with Mozambican authorities to ensure con- 
tinued peace in this country. 


Further on Meeting 


MB1711134195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Nov 95 


[Communique “just received” from Renamo presi- 
dent’s office; read by unidentified Renamo official — 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In response to the issues raised 
by the president of the Republic, the leader of the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] acknowl- 
edged the existence of the weapons and recommended 
either the setting up of a commission that includes 
both Renamo and government members, or that Ren- 
amo members should join the Republic of Mozambique 
Police (PRM ]-South African police comrnission charged 
with collecting and destroying all weapons. 


Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama reminded the Mozam- 
bican head of state that the UN Operation in Mozam- 
bique [Unomoz] did not complete its arms collection 
program and that after the elections, Unomoz gave the 
government a Renamo-drafted list of weapons. The gov- 
ernment then gave the list to the PRM, which has been 
using it to convince ihe South African police that Ren- 
amo has arms caches. 


The Renamo leader reiterated his concein over biased 
media reports that suggest Renamo has hidden weapons. 
The Renamo leader noted that he is aware that there are 
many weapons, arms caches, and depots that belonged 
to the former FPLM [Popular Forces for the Liberation 
of Mozambique], as stated in a li.t Frelimo gave to 
Unomoz. Ren-mo does not need weapons and would 
like atl of them to be collected and destroyed. 


Renamo has taker steps so that NOTICIAS and its 
sources can try to prove the whereabouts of the 1,000 
armed men and the large quantities of weapons that 
have been reported in Maringue. As for the Dombe 
and Maringue affairs, the Renamo president denied that 
Renamo raided those areas or has armed men deployed 
there. The Renamo president says Frelimo is responsible 
for the Dombe affair because it harassed the residents 
of that area. The police fled when the residents took 
action. Regarding the Maringue affair, the Reramo 
leader said the government is free to send aid to the 
district whenever it wants to do so. 


As for the Chimwenje [little light} members in Manica 
Province, the Renamo president said his organization 
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has nothing to do with them. Like in other border areas, 
it is difficult to distinguish between a Mozambican and 
a Zimbabwean, a Tanzanian, or a Malawian. The news 
media tends to blame Renamo for every criminal that is 
arrested in the country. 


The Renamo leader agreed with the head of state 
that abuses are taking place in the country, but said 
that to blame Renamo for every incident amounts to 
disinformation and causes unnecessary tension in the 
country. Seven men have been arrested in Beira. After 
being questioned, it was revealed that they were former 
FPLM soldiers who had been attacking travelers on the 
Beira-Dondo-Inhaminga road. 


Dhiakama told the president of the Republic that police 
and administrators have intimidated, threatened, and as- 
saulted citizens, especially Renamo members and sym- 
pathizers. In Cabo Delgado Province’s Chiure District, 
the police have killed traditional chiefs. 


On the economy, the Renamo president told the head 
of state that Renamo members are unable to get bank 
loans and that certain licenses are not issued to them. 
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He specifically cited the example of the Machanga and 
Canxixe projects, the latter of which was to be financed 
by the World Fund Program. 


President Chissano To Undergo ‘Minor Operation’ 


EA1711114095 Nairobi KNA in English 
1000 GMT 17 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Text Maputo, 16th November 
(PANA): Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano is 
to undergo a minor operation for varicose veins in 
his right leg on Friday [17 November], according to 
a source in the presidential press office, contacted by 
AIM [Mozambican Inofrmation Agency] today. 


The operation wil! take place in a Maputo hospital and 
will be carried out by a medical team containing both 
Mozambican [and} foreign health personnel. 


The medical team has told the presidentia! office that 
the operation will be simple and minor, free of any 
complications, the source added. 
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Benin 
President Soglo: Ex-Regime Behind Rocket Attacks 


AB1611184095 Paris AFP in French 
1447 GMT 16 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translaied Text] Cotonou, 16 Nov (AFP) — 
Beninese President Nicephore Soglo today accused 
people he called "nostalgic sympathizers of the former 
military Marxist regime" of having perpetrated the 14 
November rocket attack on the premises where the sixth 
summit of French speaking countries is scheduled to 
take place in Cotonou from 2 to 4 December. They 
are "remnants of the former regime, nostalgic members 
of the political police," and "members of the Beninese 
Stasi,” Mr. Soglo said at a news conference in Cotonou. 


"Whenever there is a happy event here, they always try 
to tarnish the image of our fatherland,” he added before 
publicly accusing the Party of the People’s Republic of 
Benin, the defunct single ruling party in the military 
and Marxist regime led by Mathieu Kerekou from 1972 
to 1991. President Soglo also said that "members of a 
certain category of the opposition — professionals of 
nostalgia — are spewing hatred and venom.” 


In the Beninese parliament, which was elected in 
February, 11 deputies out of 83 have openly declared 
their support for Mathieu Kerekou. At the beginning 
of the month, Our Common Cause Party, which has 
three deputies in parliament, also declared its support for 
Kerekou should he run against Nicephore Soglo in the 
presidential election slated for March. Mathieu Kerekou 
left power in 1991 after losing the presidential race to 
Mr. Soglo during the first ever multiparty election held 
in the history of the country. 


"We knew that the French speaking countries’ summit 
would give them the opportunity to promote themselves, 
to advertise themselves,” President Soglo said, but “it is 
not attempts to denigrate, to destabilize or to sabotage 
our country that will discourage anyone in Benin,” 
he further said. "We should tell our friends who are 
expected here that we have taken all necessary measures 
to ensure their security,” he said. 


The Beninese president also acknowledged that “all 
those considered as dangerous or potential suspects” 
have been “taken away or placed under house arrest." 
Describing all these measures as "just routine,” he 
said that Benin is a “victim of excesses that can be 
perpetrated in a law-abiding state." "We could have 
placed these suspects under arrest as was done in the 
past,” he said. 


At the beginning of the month, about 20 Beninese sol- 
diers were arrested and charged with conspiracy, ac- 
cording to reliable sources. Mr. Soglo has vigorously 
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denied “any attempted coup,” saying that such allega- 
tions are “an insult to the Beninese people and Army.” 


Reacting to the various attacks for which "an armed 
group for the release of Jean-Claude Soglo," son of 
General Christophe Soglo, the author of the first military 
coup d’etat in Benin who was arrested at the beginning 
of the month, has claimed responsibility, Mr. Nicephore 
Soglo simply said: “There is no need to introduce Gen. 
Soglo. His children are in the Army, and they are doing 
their jobs." 


Master Seargent Jean-Claude Soglo, who, according 
to Beninese military sources, is detained in a military 
camp in Cotonou, is the president's cousin. His brother, 
Christopher, commands the presidential guard. 


Soglo: Measures Taken To Receive Summit 
Delegates 


AB1611220595 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The head of state received the 
media today. He spoke to correspondents about prepa- 
rations for the sixth Francophone summit, preparations 
which have been tarnished by rumors .f a showdown. 
Georges Amlon has the details: 


[Begin recording] [Amlon] Yes, this morning there 
was a Clarification and explanation meeting to which 
correspondents were invited. President Soglo first made 
it a point to point out that this important event, which 
will be held in Benin, and which will bring together 
about one quarter of the countries on our planet, is 
an object of envy and jealousy, and a section of 
the opposition and media are deluding themselves, 
according to the president's own words, by unleashing 
rumors aimed at discouraging and causing concern 
among participants in the summit, and by distorting facts 
which, according to President Soglo, are very clear. 


[Soglo] In an event of such scope, all states whatever 
they may be, are capable of taking measures to protect, 
and to ensure the security not only of their nationals but 
also of the illustrious guests to be received. In this case 
— and this is exactly what all states in a similar situation 
would do — all those who are considered dangerous 
or who are potentially suspect are put away; they are 
placed under house arrest. 


{[Amlon] There is therefore no need for concern, the 
head of state said, pointing fingers at nostalgic sympa- 
thizers of the past. Talking about a coup d'etat is an 
insult to the state and, in particular, to the Beninese 
Army, said President Soglo, who was reassuring from 
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the beginning to the end of the meeting with the corre- 
spondents. President Soglo said the Sixth Francophone 
Summit will definitely take place in Cotonou. 


[Soglo} I have to tell you: We are proud, and we are 
in a position to reassure all those who are coming to us 
— in fact we do no even need to say it — that we can 
receive them, and that all measures have been taken to 
receive them. The second thing is the mobilization of 
Beninese, who have been very extraordinary because 
it is a challenge. At the beginning of the year. people 
said the conference center would not be ready, and that 
participants would have to wear bikinis and swim to 
a ship for the summit. I believe that we have now 
overcome this problem of a venue. People said hotel 
accommodation would not be ready. [passage indistinct] 
We shall offer our visitors what we can. We will not lie 
to you. I believe we have met these challenges. [passage 
indistinct] [end recording] 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Opposition Party Leader Morifere Detained 


AB1611165095 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 
16 Nov 95 p3 


[Article by Joachim Beugre: "Political, Judicial Harass- 
ment: Morifere Bamba Jailed at Abidjan Central Prison” 
— first paragraph is LE JOUR introduction] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Accused of issuing a bad check, 
Bamba Morifere, leader of the Party for Progress and 
Socialism [PPS], has been detained at the Abidjan 
Central Prison [MACA]. He will appear before a 
flagrante delicto court on 23 November. In Republican 
Front [FR] circles, it is suspected that the Democratic 
Party of Cote d'Ivoire [PDCI] wants to disqualify 
Morifere from contesting the 26 November legislative 
elections. 


Bamba Morifere has been detained over a matter of 
812,000 CFA francs. The misfortune of the PPS leader 
started on 15 October. On that day, Morifere, managing 
director of the Roy Laboratory, which is adjacent to 
the Treichville Market, issued a check of 812,000 
francs to Gabriel Dioulo, his creditor and owner of 
the premises housing the medical establishment. This 
amount represents the arrears for three months’ rent. The 
check was to be paid at the General Banking Company 
of Cote d'Ivoire [SGBCI] from an account with an 
overdraft of 12 million CFA francs. 


On 17 October, Dioulo went to the bank, but the 
employee on duty informed him that the check could not 
be naid cithough on that day the overdraft amounted to 
between 5 and 7 million francs, and could, therefore, 
allow for a withdrawal of 5 million francs. Furious, 
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Dioulo notified his lawyer who advised him to lodge 
a complaint with the police fraud squad. 


Dioulo’s lawyer sent a letter to the Roy Labora- 
tory which immediately contacted the banker. Informed 
about this, the bank director apologized for the mis- 
understanding, and asked his subordinate to pay the 
money. However, in a dramatic turn of events, Dioulo 
demanded that in addition to the check of 812,000 
francs, an amount of 1,624,000 francs be paid to him 
as rent advance, since the current quarter had almost 
ended. Forced into a corner, the Roy Laboratory of- 
ficials withdrew an amount of 1,773,000 francs, which 
the accountant gave to Dioulo. We should point out that 
this last transaction wa: carried out on the same over- 
draft account at the SGBCI. 


Satisfied, Dioulo went to the fraud squad a few days 
later to withdraw his complaint. However, the police 
captain demanded that Morifere present himself. Mean- 
while, the PPS leader was informed about a plot being 
cooked against him at the fraud squad, but bus, with FR 
meetings, he trivialized this information. Finally, sum- 
moned on 13 November, he reported at the fraud squad 
at 1600. After several hours of explanation, he realized 
that the matter was not as trivial as he thought. He, 
therefore, decided to contact his lawyer, but the police 
captain refused this request. 


Morifere then sent his driver to Moriba Kaba, the 
lawyer of Roy Laboratory. By the time Kaba arrived, 
Morifere had been sent to the Directorate of Territorial 
Surveillance [DST], where he spent the night. The next 
day, he was sent to the public prosecutor's office. On 
arrival there, after hearing him together with Dioulo, 
the prosecutor ordered his arrest. He was immediately 
transferred to the MACA. 


According to witnesses, Dioulo said he was surprised by 
the prosecutor's decision, and felt that he had been “ma- 
nipulated" by someone, who had exploited his dispute 
with his tenant. For his part, Kaba, Morifere’s lawyer, 
was more reserved, and preferred to let justice follow its 
course. However, he felt that the prosecutor could have 
agreed to release his client on bail, “especially as he has 
surety.” “He is quite well-known; he has a fixed place 
of residence, and he is presently marking the papers of 
students who have just finished their examinations,” his 
lawyer said. Morifere’s trial is scheduled for 23 Novem- 
ber at the flagrante delicto court. However, according to 
the lawyer, the hearing will be brought forward by a few 
days. 


Informed about the detention of their leader, with just 
two weeks to go to the legislative elections, several 
PPS members and supporters went to find out what 
was happening. They all called it a plot devised by 
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the PDCI to prevent Morifere from being a member 
of parliament. They promised to campaign to get their 
secretary general elected, even in his absence. In this 
regard, according to reliable sources, the main FR 
leaders met yesterday morning and decided to take 
Steps to get their colleague released quickly. To show 
his solidarity, Laurent Gbagbo, leader of the Ivorian 
Popular Front [FPI] is said to have promised to go to 
Daloa to launch Morifere’s campaign. 


The PPS leader, who is the running mate of the FPI’s 
Ori Boizo, is a candidate for the district of Daloa. His 
opponents will be the representatives of the Rally of 
Republicans, and the PDCI’s Denis Bra Kanon, a former 
minister of agriculture. 


Without seeking to draw hasty conclusions, one can 
smell hints of political and legal harassment in this 
case, which calls more into question the responsibility of 
the banker. Furthermore, the complainant, who rushed 
to withdraw his complaint, found himself being firmly 
turned down. The political theory is reinforced by the 
transfer of the unfortunate man to the DST. This is a 
case to follow. 


Gets Suspended Sentence 


AB1611223695 Paris AFP in French 
1912 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Abidjan, 16 Nov (AFP) — An 
Ivorian opposition leader, Morifere Bamba, was given a 
four-month suspended prison sentence in Abidjan today 
for issuing a bad check. 


"There was not a single piece of evidence to condemn 
him. This is a shameful political trial, and it is sad," Lau- 
rent Gbagbo, secretary general of the social democratic 
Ivorian Popular Front said at the end of the trial. Several 
Opposition leaders attended the trial held 10 days before 
the legislative elections in which Mr. Morifere will run 
in Daloa Commune, 320 km northwest of Abidjan. 


Mr. Bamba, secretary general of the leftist Party for 
Progress and Socialism [PPS], was also asked to pay a 
fine of 812,000 CFA francs, the equivalent of the sum 
written on the bad check, the court said. The public 
prosecutor had requested a two-month prison sentence. 
In his defense, Mr. Bamba, who was arrested on 14 
November, pleaded good faith, and stressed the fact that 
his creditor had withdrawn his lawsuit after he had been 
paid his due. 


"Mr. Bamba will go home tonight, and we will begin 
the campaign for the legislative elections together," 
Mr. Gbagbo said. Mr. Bamba’s lawyers have already 
announced their intention to file an appeal. The date of 
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the trial, initially set for 23 November, was advanced 
without any official explanation. 


Nigeria 


Foreign Minister Urges Foreign Policy Review 


AB1611214095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of foreign affairs, 
Chief Tom Ikimi, says it has become necessary to 
accelerate a review of Nigeria’s foreign policy to suit the 
current global situation. He spoke to newsmen in Abuja 
on his return from the just-concluded Commonwealth 
Summit in Auckland, New Zealand. Correspondent 
Aminu Abubakar reports. 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] Chief Tom Ikimi says the 
decision to suspend Nigeria from the Commonwealth 
League of Nations was based upon the decision by the 
leaders of the South African development cooperative 
countries as presented by the South African leader, Mr. 
Nelson Mandela, supported by some Western countries. 


{Ikimi] This is not the first time that we have faced 
affront of the SADC [Southern African Development 
Community] that recently this year, they attacked Nige- 
ria at the OAU when our candidate who was legitimate 
to become the assistant secretary general of the OAU 
was plotted against. [sentence as heard] It is also known 
to you that this year, it was the South African Devel- 
opment Cooperation [as heard] that was used by the 
European Union and others to make it difficult or im- 
possible for our candidate to become the president of 
the ADB [African Development Bank]. The difference 
this time is that the activities of the South African De- 
velopment Cooperation [as heard] now has the blessing 
of President Mandela. 


[Abubakar] He noted the decision made under the 
pretense of the Harare Declaration of Fundamental 
Human Rights, Good Governance, and Democracy was 
uncalled for as Nigeria supports the declaration and to 
reflect such, it has started structural reforms which do 
not need foreign intervention. The minister says there 
may be Nigerians parading themselves around the world 
smearing the name of the country abroad for personal 
gains, but their opinions should not be regarded as the 
voice of the Nigerian populace. 


The minister emphasized the need to urgently review 
Nigeria’s foreign policy to suit the present global 
Situation, and urged the Nigerian press to be more 
investigative and original to get both sides of any 
issue before relating national events. The minister, who 
arrived at the Abuja International Airport by 1130 this 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


14 WEST AFRICA 


morning, was received by a delegation of top Foreign 
Ministry officials. [end recording] 


Civil, Human Rights Leaders Criticize Abacha 
Regime 

ABI711141295 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 17 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Miss World beauty pageant 
will be held tomorrow in South Africa, in a beautiful 
city with the evocative name of Sun City. However, 
Toyin Range, the Nigerian beauty queen will not be 
able to show off her beauty. She has been dropped out 
of the contest following the hanging, a week ago, of 
the Ogoni leaders by Sani Abacha’s regime, which is 
celebrating its second anniversary in power. For details 
of this anniversary and, especially, reactions to it, here 
is Tunde Fatunde reporting from Lagos. 


[Begin Fatunde recording] Addressing the media on 
the second anniversary of the ascension to power of 
General Sani Abacha, Nigeria’s strongman, Ayo Obe, 
the new chairperson of the Civil Liberties Organization 
{CI O}, said that this regime is well known for its gross 
human rights violations. Backing her statement with 
figures, she revealed that more than 200 people are 
in preventive custody because, I quote, these political 
prisoners have simply expressed the wish to see the 
immediate departure of the military regime from the 
political scene, unquote. 


Concerning the economic situation of Nigeria, she 
said that the living and working conditions of her 
fellow countrymen have rapidly deteriorated, especially, 
with the spectacular increase in fuel prices effected in 
November. Consequently, there is an unprecedented rate 
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of crime, unemployment, and divorce in my country, she 
said. 


In the same manner, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, the famous 
human rights lawyer, blamed the ruling junta for having 
plunged Nigeria into a serious political crisis by unjus- 
tifiably canceling the 12 June 1993 presidential elec- 
tion. The quick resolution of this crisis can only be ac- 
complished through the inauguration of Moshood Abi- 
ola, winner of this election, as president of Nigeria, he 
added. Chief Fawehinmi, who is also the lawyer of late 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, leader of the Ogoni people, congratu- 
lated the international community for having thought to 
impose sanctions against the Nigerian military regime. 
{end recording] 


Two Human Rights Activists Arrested in Benin City 


AB1611193595 Paris AFP in English 
1857 GMT 16 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, 16 Nov (AFP) — 
Nigerian authorities have arrested two human rights 
activists in Benin city, capital of south-west Nigeria, 
an official of the Committee for the Defence of Human 
Rights (CDHR), told AFP Thursday [16 November]. 


Hilary Ojukwu, a pharmacy student, and Charles 
Titiloye, a law student, were arrested on the premises 
of the Benin City federal High Court, Jiti Ogunye said. 
The two students were earlier this year expelled by 
the university but then reinstated pending an appeal. 
No reason was given for the arrest of the two students 
who have been transferred to a police detention cell in 
Lagos, Ogunye added. 
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